Nursing and interdisciplinary professional organizations, membership

associations, and societies multiply the power of individual members

to impact health care. Pediatric nurses volunteering to lead at the

local, state, national, or international level are change agents who

use their voice and expertise to influence policies and practice.
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Career Steps

While in school, join a pediatric-focused nursing
organization. Explore possibilities at:
https://ipedsnursing.org/pediatric-nursing-associations

Complete your nursing degree (BSN, MSN, DNP, PhD)
and obtain your license through your State Board of
Nursing to begin practicing.

Look to your membership organization to support your
interests, grow your knowledge, and deepen your
awareness of issues through conferences, journal
access, online communities, and special interest groups.

Within the organization, make meaningful connections
and identify mentors. Contact a leader and ask about
opportunities to shadow them or get more involved.

Learn about your membership organization's volunteer
leadership opportunities and how elections or
nominations work. Join a committee or conftribute your
time and expertise in other ways.

Continue to develop your skills in leadership, even
beyond your membership organization. From financial
management to advocacy and more, never stop
learning. You'll bring skills back to organization to
power up their voice for child health and develop the
next generation of volunteer leaders.
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