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The National Association of Pedi-
atric Nurse Practitioners (NAPNAP)
believes that the practice of pediatric
nursing requires specialized knowl-
edge and skills for both the general
pediatric nurse and the pediatric
nurse practitioner (PNP). Certifica-
tion is the formal recognition of the
specialized knowledge, skills, and
experience demonstrated by the
achievement of identified stan-
dards to promote optimal health
outcomes. Certified PNPs promote
optimal health outcomes and have
a positive impact on the quality of
health care to children and fami-
lies. Numerous studies have dem-
onstrated the positive benefits of
nursing certification (Cary, 2001;
American Association of Colleges
of Nursing, 2002; Stromborg et al.,
2005).

Certification is a process by
which an independent, non-gov-
ernmental agency recognizes an
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individual nurse’s qualifications
and knowledge for specialty
nursing practice (American Board
of Nursing Specialties, 2004).
Through the completion of special-
ized education, experience in spe-
cialty nursing practice, and the
successful completion of a qualify-
ing examination, nurses achieve
specialty certification credentials.
Maintenance of certification is ac-
complished though a variety of
mechanisms including reexamina-
tion, continuing education, self-as-
sessment, and ongoing clinical
practice.

Certification maintenance seeks
to assure the public that the certi-
ficant has maintained a level of
knowledge, as well as ongoing
participation in activities that sup-
port the maintenance of compe-
tence in the specialty (American
Board of Nursing Specialties,
2004). NAPNAP supports PNP cer-
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tification as a nationally recog-
nized mechanism for validation of
this specialty knowledge and
skills.

NAPNAP believes that pediatric
nurses and PNPs require special-
ized knowledge and skills and
supports the Pediatric Nursing Cer-
tification Board (PNCB) as the rec-
ommended certification organiza-
tion. NAPNAP confers fellowship
status of PNP members who are
certified by the Pediatric Nursing
Certification Board (PNCB) and the
American Nurses Credentialing
Center (ANCC).

NAPNAP advocates for:
1. National certification of pediatric

nurses and nurse practitioners in
specialty areas by an accredited
certification organization (Na-
tional Council of State Boards of
Nursing, 2002).

2. Educational preparation of
nurse practitioners and ad-
vanced practice nurses at the
graduate level (American Asso-
ciation of Colleges of Nursing,
1996).

3. Educational programs for nurse
practitioners designed to meet
nationally recognized standards
for graduate nursing education
(Association of Faculties of Pe-
diatric Nurse Practitioner Pro-
grams, 1996; National Organiza-
tion of Nurse Practitioner
Faculties, 2002a, 2002b, 2004).

4. Certification at the advanced
practice level, which should be
considered a requirement for
state licensure in advance nurs-
ing practice (National Council
of State Boards of Nursing,
2002).

5. Individual responsibility for
nurses and nurse practitioners
to participate in a certification
maintenance program, by an
accredited certifying organiza-
tion throughout their profes-
sional career.

NAPNAP affirms that professional

certification of pediatric nurse
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practitioners and nurses is neces-
sary to assure consumers, col-
leagues, and the public at large
the highest quality pediatric nurs-
ing care. Certification assures na-
tional consistency of professional
standards, imposes standard ti-
tles, helps the public understand
the professional’s scope of prac-
tice, and provides a venue for the
public to raise practice griev-
ances (American Association of
Colleges of Nursing, 1994).

The National Association of Pe-
diatric Nurse Practitioners would
like to acknowledge the following
members for their contribution to
this statement.
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