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Pediatric Nursing Experts Partner to Strengthen Health Care
and the Profession at the first Pediatric Nursing Invitational
Forum — November 11-12, 2009

PNCB hosts historic forum to address issues facing
children, adolescents and their families

GAITHERSBURG, MD (March 29, 2010) — Over the course of two days,
more than thirty nursing leaders from seventeen nursing organizations
and health care facilities brought their best thinking to bear on issues of
importance to children's health care and the future of pediatric nursing.
At the historic Pediatric Nursing Invitational Forum hosted by the
Pediatric Nursing Certification Board, Inc. (PNCB), participants agreed to
work together towards a national purpose — to strengthen and secure
the well-being and welfare of children and their families through the
contributions of pediatric nursing. This coalition of organizations — the
new Pediatric Nursing Alliance (PNA) — will launch a national awareness
campaign highlighting strategic solutions to address the following five
critical areas that currently impact quality care to children and their
families:

e Accessto Care

e Advocacy for Children’s Health

e Care Coordination

e Education for Pediatric Nurses

e (Quality, Safety, and Evidence-based Nursing Practice

"The collaboration and consensus reached during this summit heralds
the beginning of a sea change in securing child health through
collaboration and pediatric nursing contributions," added Forum
facilitator Nancy Dickenson-Hazard MSN, CPNP, FAAN. "Pediatric nurses
are the defining element of any health care environment serving
children. As expert knowledgeable providers, pediatric nurses lead and
contribute daily through their intellectual prowess and competency skill
sets to securing children's health, one child and family at a time. They are
at the front line of care and work tirelessly to improve children's health,
systems, and communities."
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Securing the Future of Children's Health, a comprehensive white paper on the actions,
recommendations, and next steps developed at the Forum, is now available at
www.pedsalliance.org. Extensive videos are also available that profile this special event.

In the coming months, a special leadership advisory team of pediatric nursing leaders will
facilitate the work of the PNA creating a united pediatric nursing voice to address critical issues
to strengthen health care to children and their families. Work will continue throughout the year
in preparation for a November 2010 Forum.

Visit www.pedsalliance.org to learn more about this landmark event and the PNA's efforts to
bring about real change to make a difference for children and families throughout the country.
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The mission of the Pediatric Nursing Alliance is to create a healthy future for our nation through
a unified network of pediatric nursing professionals working through education, research, and
practice to secure child and youth well-being. For more information about PNA, visit

www.pedsalliance.org.
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