PNCB’s Amended PNP Program Report: 

A New Process for Educational Review of PNP programs 
The Pediatric Nursing Certification Board (PNCB) has amended its PNP Program Review process in response to changes in the national educational accreditation review processes conducted by the CCNE (Collegiate Commission on Nursing Education) and NLNAC (National League for Nursing- Accreditation Commission) accreditation agencies.  Both of these organizations now incorporate evaluation of Nurse Practitioner education within their accreditation review processes.  Both accreditation organizations use the National Task Force “Criteria for Evaluation of NP Programs” (2008 -American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) and the National Organization for Nurse Practitioner Faculty (NONPF)) which requires the use of nationally recognized competency standards for PNPs published in the following documents: 

· Nurse Practitioner Primary Care Competencies in Specialty Areas. (2002) U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Service Administration, Bureau of Health Professions, Division of Nursing.

· Acute Care Nurse Practitioner Competencies (2004) National Panel for AC NP Competencies – National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties (NONPF).
· Practice Doctorate Nurse Practitioner Entry-Level Competencies. (2006) National Panel for NP Practice Doctorate Competencies – National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculties (NONPF).
During 2009, PNCB also worked with other national nursing education, certification, accreditation and licensure organizations to build and endorse the new Consensus Model for APRN Regulation:  Licensure, Accreditation, Certification and Education, July 2008.  These new guidelines require the following:
1. All NP graduates should seek national certification following completion of their APRN curriculum.  The National Council of State Boards of Nursing has recommended that all states recognize APRN/PNP certification as a prerequisite for PNP/APRN licensure.   How do you communicate this important requirement to your students?

2. The Consensus Model for APRN Regulation requires all NP programs to document separate courses for each of the following content areas:
a. Advanced physiology and pathophysiology, including general principles that apply across the lifespan.

b. Advanced pharmacology which includes pharmacodynamics, pharmacokinetics and pharmacotherapeutics of all broad categories of agents.

c. Advanced health assessment which includes assessment of all human systems, advanced assessment techniques, concepts and approaches.

Our goal is to give you information to help you succeed.  PNCB has recently launched a joint effort with the Association of Faculties of Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Programs (AFPNP) to create our Partnership for Success Committee to respond to both PNP student and faculty concerns.  Please view http://www.pncb.org/ptistore/resource/content/faculty/Program_Review_FAQs.pdf to review our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document. You might also want to review PNCB’s online Faculty Resource Library at http://www.pncb.org/ptistore/control/faculty/resources for additional resources regarding new recommendations to strengthen PNP education.  This resource area includes a link to the complete copy of the Consensus Model for APRN Regulation published in June 2008.  We encourage you to review this document.

PNCB PNP Program Review – Renewal of PNP Program Recognition: 

Many of the important educational criteria that have been the hallmark of the PNCB’s PNP Program Review process are now included within the national nursing accreditation programs.  As a result, the PNCB has re-designed its program review requirements to meet the following goals: 

a. Recognize, accept and validate the new national nursing accreditation standards that require PNP programs to address important faculty, student, curriculum and clinical criteria as outlined in the “Criteria for Evaluation of NP Programs” (2008).

b. Create a reporting mechanism between the PNCB and PNP Programs to maintain and strengthen communication and information sharing.

c. Design a PNP program report that will address elements that support quality PNP education that are not currently detailed in the national accreditation reports.
PNCB’s Amended PNP Program Review Questionnaire and PNP Program Faculty Information Worksheet
PNCB’s Amended PNP Program Review Questionnaire is designed for PNP Programs that have participated in the PNCB’s PNP Program Review process for three or more years.  PNP Programs will be asked to complete this new report at the time of their three or five year PNCB PNP Program renewal date.  This reporting process will now focus on a PNP Program’s current accreditation status and will request notification if deficiencies in the PNP Program are noted by the accrediting agency.  In addition, this report will collect information regarding faculty teaching assignments among important PNP course topics and will also collect a description of the clinical hour split among various clinical practice settings.  Participating PNP Programs will continue to receive a three or five year report recognition period.  A five year recognition period is awarded based upon a history of outstanding PNP student certification exam performance. 
Benefits to PNP Programs 
The Amended PNP Program Review Questionnaire is a short process that focuses on key indicators of quality PNP education.  We hope you will value and participate in this new reporting process.  All participating PNP Programs will maintain their unique PNCB PNP Program code number.  Students will need to enter this code number on their PNCB PNP certification exam application.  This code number allows the PNCB to assemble students’ certification exam performance data for each PNP program.  With your continued participation in PNCB’s Program Review process, the PNCB will continue to provide you with detailed aggregate student certification exam performance reports. As a special benefit, PNP Programs may obtain an aggregate score report at anytime during the year.  These reports will profile all students tested to date and there is no limit in the number of score reports that may be requested.  A single Program Review fee of $100 covers all PNP Program Review costs for the full recognition period including unlimited production of PNP certification exam reports.  
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PNP Program Faculty Information Worksheet                            PNP Code Number _______
Program Name:











1.
Program University or College  

Name of college/university


Address


Street Address


City






State


Zip


Telephone No



Fax

                      Web Site Address
2.  Dean/Director of School of Nursing 


Name








Credentials


Email Address of Dean/Director ______________________________________________
3.  Director of Graduate Nursing Education or NP Department Chair

________________________________________________________________________  


Name








Credentials


Street Address


City: ______________________________________ State: _______  Zip: ___________


Email address: ___________________________________________________________


Phone: 












Certification(s) held:










Administrative Assistant’s Name:















Phone Number:______________________  Email Address:________________________

4.
PNP Program Director or Lead PNP Faculty

Provide the below contact information for program director/lead faculty 


Name



Credentials                                                    Title

Street Address


City: ______________________________________ State: _______  Zip: ___________


Email address: ___________________________________________________________

Phone: 













PNP Certification:
□ PNCB
□ ANCC
□ None


Administrative Assistant’s Name:








Phone Number:______________________  Email Address:________________________

5.  List those who are accountable for signing off on the eligibility of your graduates to take the
PNCB’s PNP certification examination.









Name



Credentials 



Title






PNP Certification:
□ PNCB
□ ANCC
□ None


Phone



 Email 


__________________________________________________________________


Name



Credentials



Title




PNP Certification:
□ PNCB
□ ANCC
□ None


Phone



 Email 


__________________________________________________________________


Name



Credentials



Title




PNP Certification:
□ PNCB
□ ANCC
□ None


Phone



 Email 

PNP Amended Program Review Questionnaire
PNP Program University of College ________________________________________________

PNCB PNP Program Code Number _____________________________

	I.
Organization:
	Yes
	No
	Comments

	1.
Is the PNP Program led by a nationally certified (PNCB or ANCC) PNP 
faculty member? (Note  Primary Care and/or Acute Care PNP 
certification) 
	

	
	

	
	
	
	

	2.
Is the program :
	
	
	

	
a.
masters level
	
	
	

	
b.
post-masters
	
	
	

	
c.
practice doctorate
	
	
	

	d. graduate (direct) entry
	
	
	

	3.
Does  the program prepare students to be:
	
	
	

	a. primary care pediatric nurse practitioners
	
	
	

	b. acute care pediatric nurse practitioners
	
	
	

	c. BOTH primary care and acute care pediatric nurse practitioners
	
	
	

	4.
Is the School/College of Nursing accredited by 
	
	
	

	a. CCNE
	
	
	Until 20__

	b. If you offer a post-masters certificate, does this program have a different CCNE accreditation expiration date?  If yes, please list this date.
	
	
	

	c. NLNAC
	
	
	Until 20__

	
If your program’s approval is NLNAC approval only, provide a 
copy of the NP/PNP educational standards used to develop your 
curriculum.
	
	
	

	d. Were any deficiencies noted in the PNP Program track by the accrediting agency?  If yes, please attach an explanation and a copy of any CCNE or NLNAC letter noting plans for resolution of any deficiencies.
	
	
	

	II.
Faculty
	
	
	

	1.
Check the appropriate column indicating the certification preparation of 
the faculty teaching the following course content:  
	PNP
	FNP
	Other (Specify)

	
a.
Health assessment (PNP related content) 
	
	
	

	
b.
Pediatric management courses
	
	
	

	
c.
Behavioral health/development
	
	
	

	
d.
PNP clinical courses
	
	
	


	III.  Curriculum
	Yes 
	No 
	Comments or Not Applicable 

	1.
Is the program of study consistent with the recommendations of the 
Consensus Model for APRN Regulation documenting separate courses 
for advanced physiology and pathophysiology, advanced pharmacology 
and advanced health assessment?  Please list the course titles and 
credits below.

a.
Advanced Physiology and Pathophysiology














Course Title



Number of Credits


b.
Advanced Pharmacology














Course Title



Number of Credits


c.
Advanced Health Assessment.














Course Title



Number of Credits


	
	
	

	2.
Does the program of study prepare students to meet the current PNP 
Primary Care Specialty competencies? (see references page one).
Include and attach a list of the essential medical and PNP related 
textbooks and resources required for students. 
	
	
	

	3.
Does the program of study prepare students to meet the current Acute 
Care Specialty Competencies? (see references page one).  Include and 

attach a list of the essential medical and PNP related textbooks and 
resources required for students.
	
	
	

	4.
If the curriculum is recognized by the PNCB as offering both AC and 
PC education and is designed to prepare student in both primary care 
and acute care PNP roles, please describe the number of didactic and 
clinical credit hours devoted to:   


Primary Care competencies: 



Didactic Hours: 




Clinical Hours: 



Acute Care competencies: 



Didactic Hours: 




Clinical Hours: 



	
	
	


	IVa. Clinical – Primary Care PNP Program Only 
	Yes
	No
	Comments or Not Applicable

	1. The 2008 National Task Force Criteria indicates that a minimum of 500 direct clinical hours are to be included in a Primary Care PNP program.  Please report the total number of direct care clinical hours in your PNP Program.  Divide these hours noting the specific number of hours in each clinical practice setting that might be typical for students in your PNP program.  (Health assessment and/or laboratory practice hours should not be counted as direct clinical practice hours.)   
Primary Care PNP Program 

Total number of direct clinical practice hours:



__________ clinical hrs 

These hours are typically divided among the following practice 

settings :


Chronic/Specialty ________clinical hours 


Preventive/Well Child ____________ clinical hours


Episodic non-specialty ambulatory care _______ clinical hours


Acute/Critical ______________ clinical hours


	
	
	

	IVb. Clinical – Acute Care PNP Program Only
	
	
	

	1.  
PNCB has noted that national standards for Acute Care PNP 

programs recommend a minimum of 600 direct clinical hours.  It

is also recommended that at least 50 of these practice hours 

include clinical practice in a well–child care setting.  Please report 
the total number of direct care clinical hours in your Acute Care 
PNP Program.  Divide these hours noting the specific number of hours 
in each clinical practice setting that might be typical for students in 
your PNP program.  (Health assessment and/or laboratory practice 
hours should not be counted as direct clinical practice hours.)
Acute Care PNP Program 
Total number of direct clinical practice hours:



__________ clinical hrs 

These hours are typically divided among the following practice 

settings :


Chronic/Specialty ________clinical hours 


Preventive/Well Child ____________ clinical hours


Episodic non-specialty ambulatory care _______ clinical hours


Acute/Critical  ______________ clinical hours


	
	
	


	IVc. Clinical – Combined Primary Care & Acute Care PNP Programs Only 
	Yes
	No
	Comments or Not Applicable

	The NCSBN’s APRN Model Rules and Regulations recommends 500 hours in each nurse practitioner tract.  If the number of clinical hours in your combined program is less than 1,000 total please explain this variance.

Please report the total number of direct care clinical hours in your combined Primary Care and Acute Care PNP Program.  (Health assessment and/or laboratory practice hours should not be counted as direct clinical practice hours.)

Combined Primary Care and Acute Care PNP Programs 

Total number of direct clinical practice hours:



__________ clinical hrs 

These hours are typically divided among the following practice 

settings :


Chronic/Specialty ________clinical hours 


Preventive/Well Child ____________ clinical hours


Episodic non-specialty ambulatory care _______ clinical hours


Acute/Critical  ______________ clinical hours


	
	
	

	V.
The National Council of State Boards of Nursing has recommended that all states recognize 
APRN certification as a prerequisite for APRN licensure.  Please describe how you communicate 
this important requirement to students.


















How many students from your PNP Program do you anticipate will take the certification examination.  Please profile your expectations for the next three years:

 _____________ 200_  Total                 ______  Primary Care           ______ Acute Care 
______________200_  Total                 ______  Primary Care           ______ Acute Care
______________200_  Total                 ______  Primary Care           ______ Acute Care
INSTRUCTIONS:  At the time of your scheduled PNP Program Review, please complete and return the following:  

· A description of the PNP program of study for all full-time and part-time MSN, Post MSN, PhD and DNP students.

· Completed PNP Program Faculty Information Worksheet (pages 3-4)

· Completed PNP Program Questionnaire (pages 5-8)

· Program Review payment of $100 to the PNCB 

Please email all forms to:  programreview@pncb.org 

If you have any questions please contact: 

Maggie Jones, Director of Customer Service

programreview@pncb.org

PNCB - 800 South Frederick Ave. Suite 204

Gaithersburg, MD  20877

Thank you for your participation in the PNCB’s amended PNP Program Review process.
Please complete and email PNP Program Faculty Information Worksheet on pages 3 and 4 to programreview@pncb.org.  
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