PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD

THE PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD

PRIMARY CARE PNP EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS

Curriculum -  The PC PNP curriculum should build upon the advanced practice nursing curriculum outlined in the documents, The Essentials of Master's Education for Advanced Practice Nursing (1997) or the Essentials for Doctorate of Nursing Practice Education for Advanced Practice Nursing (2006) published by the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN).  Nurse practitioner course work should build upon the Domains and Core Competencies of Nurse Practitioner Practice (2006) published by the National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculty (NONPF) and the Nurse Practitioner Primary Care Competencies in Specialty Areas (2002) published by NONPF and Practice Doctorate Nurse Practitioner Entry-Level Competencies (2006) published by NONPF.
During 2009, PNCB worked with other national nursing education, certification, accreditation and licensure organizations to build and endorse the new Consensus Model for APRN Regulation:  Licensure, Accreditation, Certification and Education, July 2008.  PNCB has added two new guidelines to its program review process to address new Consensus Module requirements.

1. All NP graduates should seek national certification following completion of their APRN curriculum.  The National Council of State Boards of Nursing has recommended that all states recognize APRN certification as a prerequisite for APRN licensure.  How do you communicate this important requirement to your students?

2. The Consensus Model for APRN Regulation requires all NP programs to document separate courses for each of the following content areas.  Programs will need to document:

a. Advanced physiology and pathophysiology, including general principles that apply across the lifespan.

b. Advanced pharmacology which includes pharmacodynamics, pharmacokinetics and pharmacotherapeutics of all broad categories of agents.

c. Advanced health assessment which includes assessment of all human systems, advanced assessment techniques, concepts and approaches.
Our goal is to give you information to help you succeed.  PNCB has recently launched a joint effort with the Association of Faculties of Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Programs (AFPNP) to create our Partnership for Success Committee to respond to both PNP student and faculty concerns.  Please view:  http://www.pncb.org/ptistore/resource/content/faculty/Program_Review_FAQs.pdf to review our Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) document. You might also want to review PNCB’s online Faculty Resource Library at http://www.pncb.org/ptistore/control/faculty/resources for additional information.  This resource area includes a link to the complete copy of the Consensus Model for APRN Regulation.  We encourage you to review this document.
THE PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD 

PRIMARY CARE PEDIATRIC NURSE PRACTITIONER
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM REVIEW

Please submit 3 copies of this application with supporting curriculum materials.
1.
Program Title

Name of college/university


Title of Graduate or Doctoral program

Title of Primary Care Pediatric Nurse Practitioner (PC PNP) program

Address of PC PNP program



Street Address


City






State


Zip


Telephone No.



Fax



E-Mail Address

2.  Dean of School of Nursing or Director of Nursing Division/Department


Name








Credentials


Street Address


City






State


Zip


Telephone No.



Fax



E-Mail Address

3.
Director of Graduate Nursing Education or NP Department Chair


Name








Credentials


Street Address


City






State


Zip


Telephone No.



Fax



E-Mail Address


List current PNP/APRN certification credentials:






Administrative Assistant’s Name:








Phone Number:



  Email Address:




4.
Director of Primary Care PNP Program

Provide the below contact information for program director/lead faculty for PNP program.


Name








Credentials


List current PNP/APRN Certification Credentials:






Street Address:











City:




  State:_______

Zip:________________

Phone:












Administrative Assistant’s Name:








Phone Number:




  Email Address:



5.
List those who are accountable for verifying the eligibility of your PC PNP program graduates to sit for certification by signing PNCB’s Documentation of Education Form



Name








Credentials


List current PNP/APRN certification credentials:






Title






Phone

_______________________________________________________________________


Name








Credentials


List current PNP/APRN certification credentials:






Title






Phone
6
Degree

A.  
Name of degree and/or post-masters certificate awarded.

B.  What statements and/or documents are produced by the university to document that all required post master’s PNP coursework and graduate degree requirements have been completed?


Transcript
________
Registrar’s Certificate
________

7.
Name of National Nursing Accrediting Agency and dates of accreditation.


If your program’s approval is NLNAC approval only, provide a copy of the NP/PNP educational standards used to develop your curriculum.



___________________________________
____________________


Name of Agency



Inclusive dates for accreditation
NOTE:  This review form is consistent with the guidelines for evaluation of nurse practitioner education programs as outlined in the 2008 Criteria for Evaluation of Nurse Practitioner Programs created by the National Task Force for Evaluation of NP Programs (NTF).
	PNP Program Guidelines
	Documentation



	Organization/Administration Faculty
	

	
	

	1.
PC PNP program operates within or is 
affiliated with an institution of higher 
education.  The institution is accredited 
by an agency recognized by the United 
States Department of Education.

If your program’s approval is NLNAC approval only, provide a copy of the NP program standards used to guide curriculum development.
	Identify name of accrediting agency(ies) and dates of approval.

	
	

	2.
The academic level of the PC PNP program is a graduate program in nursing either at the level of the Doctorate of Nursing Practice or Masters or post-master’s certificate as a formal academic program of study within the master’s program.
	Submit curriculum plan for all PC PNP programs including regular full-time, part-time, and post-master’s full-time, part-time students.  PC PNP plan of study should reflect appropriate course sequencing.

	
	

	3.
PC PNP program has a clearly defined purpose and program objectives.
	Submit purpose and program objectives. Include organizational diagram describing position of PC PNP program within the graduate nursing program.

	
	

	4.  The Program Director/Lead PC PNP faculty is a nationally certified PC PNP with a minimum of a Master’s of Science in Nursing, with a Doctorate preferred.


The PC PNP Program Director/Lead PC PNP Faculty is responsible for ensuring that all standards related to the PC PNP program are maintained.
	Submit CV and evidence of national certification for PC PNP Program Director/Lead PC PNP Faculty.

Include description of responsibilities of PC PNP Director/Lead PC PNP Faculty.



	
	

	5.
PC PNP program faculty members must 
have ongoing input into the PC PNP 
program development, evaluation and 
revisions.
	Provide description and/or methods of PC PNP faculty involvement and evaluation (i.e. committees, meetings).

	
	

	6.
All teaching faculty for PC PNP health assessment and specialty courses have credentials appropriate for courses taught.
	All teaching faculty for PC PNP health assessment and specialty courses complete Tables I and II.


	
	

	7.
PC PNP faculty members will have clinical experience as PC Pediatric Nurse Practitioners.
	All PC PNP faculty complete Table II.

	
	

	8.
PC PNP faculty maintain clinical practice.
	All PC PNP faculty complete Table II.

	
	


	9.
Non NP faculty have appropriate 
professional qualifications for teaching.
	See Table III.

	
	

	PC PNP Program Admissions
	

	
	

	1.
All students enrolled in the PC PNP 
program must hold licensure as an RN for 
PC PNP related clinical courses.


	List PC PNP program admission criteria.  If admission criteria vary, please explain how PC PNP program accommodates for differences.

	
	

	2.
It is recommended that all students enrolled in the PC PNP Program have a minimum of 1 year of pediatric nursing experience before taking PC PNP clinical courses.  
	If students do not meet this criterion, please describe how undergraduate pediatric nursing knowledge is validated.  

	
	

	Curriculum
	

	
	

	The PC PNP curriculum prepares students to provide comprehensive primary health care to children and adolescents in a variety of settings.
	

	1.
Is the program of study consistent with 
the recommendations of the Consensus 
Model for APRN Regulation 
documenting separate courses for 
advanced physiology and 
pathophysiology, advanced pharmacology 
and advanced health assessment?
	Identify the course titles and credits (Table IV).

	
	

	2.
The graduate PC PNP program includes graduate core and specialty nurse practitioner courses consistent with curriculum plans outlined in the following documents: 


a.
The Essentials of Master's Education 

for Advanced Practice Nursing or 

Doctorate of Nursing Practice) 


Education for Advanced Practice Nursing (American Association of Colleges of Nursing  AACN)and Practice Doctorate Nurse Practitioner Entry Level Competencies (2006) published by NONPF.
a. The curriculum is consistent with core NP competencies (noted in the Domains and Core Competencies of Nurse Practitioner Practice, NONPF- 2006) and specialty PNP competencies as published by the National Organization of Nurse Practitioner Faculty (NONPF).  
	Submit PNP curriculum plan and complete Tables IV and V.



	
	

	3.
The PC PNP instructional track/major has a minimum of 500 supervised clinical hours overall.  A minimum of 400 clinical hours must be in preventive, episodic non-specialty ambulatory care.  (Clinical hours associated with lab and health assessment courses should not be included or in total number of hours.)
	Complete Curriculum Overview Data Sheet and complete Tables IV and V.

	
	

	4.
Post-master’s students shall successfully complete graduate didactic and clinical requirements of the master’s PC PNP program.


	Refer to PC PNP curriculum plan of study.

NOTE:  Clinical hours within a Post Master’s Primary PNP Program may vary based upon assessment of the student’s previous education, current national certification and demonstrated competency.  

	
	

	5.
Post-master’s students are expected to master the same outcome criteria as regular master’s or other graduate students completing the PC PNP program of study.  Special consideration may be given to NPs expanding into the PC PNP specialty by allowing them to challenge selected courses and experiences; however, didactic and clinical experiences shall be sufficient to allow the student to master the outcome criterion for PC PNP practice.
	Refer to PC PNP curriculum plan of study.

	
	


	Clinical Resources/Experiences
	Documentation

	
	

	1.
The student has clinical experiences with 
children and adolescents in sufficient 
number and variability to ensure that the 
student will meet the core PC NP competencies and associated PC PNP primary care competencies.  (see NONPF references)  
	Complete Table IV and V.

	
	

	2. The faculty/student ratio is sufficient to insure adequate supervision and evaluation.  Faculty supervision can be direct or indirect.  Direct supervision occurs when PC PNP program faculty function as on-site clinical preceptors.  Indirect supervision has 3 components:  


to supplement the onsite clinical preceptor’s teaching; to act as a liaison to a community agency; and to evaluate the student’s progress.  Faculty in direct or indirect roles are responsible for all PC PNP students in the clinical area.  PC PNP faculty have ultimate responsibility for the supervision and evaluation of PC PNP students and for oversite of the clinical learning environment.
	On-site faculty or preceptor student ratio at any time should be no more than 1:3 if faculty/preceptors are not seeing their own patients and no more than 1:2 if faculty/preceptors are seeing their own patients concurrently.  Indirect faculty supervision should be no more than 1:6 to 8 per clinical course.  Document educational rationale for any differences in these ratios.  Specify the number of site visits to each student in a semester/quarter (Table IV).

	
	

	3.
Preceptors are licensed to practice in the 
nurse practitioner role and/or nationally 
certified in their specialty with experience 
and expertise in the area of pediatrics.  
Preceptors have more than one year of 
clinical experience.
	Complete Table VI with preceptor title, discipline, credentials, licensure/approval/ recognition, years of experience, site, and number of students supervised.

	
	

	4.  Evaluation of students is cumulative and is based on clinical observation of student performance by NP faculty and the clinical preceptor’s assessment.  These evaluation methods should be supplemented by student-faculty conferences, videotape sessions, written evaluations, and/or clinical simulations.
	Refer to Table V.


	Evaluation
	

	
	

	1.  There is an evaluation plan for the PNP program/track.  This plan should include the following components:

A.  Curriculum:  Evaluates curriculum and             courses regularly (at least once per year).

B.  Faculty:  Evaluates faculty competence as teachers and clinicians regularly (at least once per year).
C.  Students:  Evaluates students’ progress through didactic and clinical components of PNP program/track each semester/quarter.

D.  Clinical Sites/Preceptors: Evaluates clinical sites/preceptors regularly.


	Describe evaluation methodologies used for each of the following components. Examples include:  


Graduate Nursing Curriculum 
  

Comm.


Faculty Peer Review 


Clinical and Didactic Course 


Evaluations

	2.  Formal curriculum evaluation should occur every 3 years.


	Describe the process for curriculum review within the PC PNP program.  

NOTE:  PC PNP Programs will be asked to renew their PC PNP program review application with the PNCB every 3 to 5 years.  
The PNCB will consult with the CCNE and NLNAC to avoid duplication of reporting requirements.


REFERENCES  
Domains and Core Competencies of Nurse Practitioner Practice (2006) – Published by the National Organization for Nurse Practitioner Faculty (NONPF). 
Nurse Practitioner Primary Care Competencies in Specialty Areas. (2002) U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Service Administration, Bureau of Health Professions, Division of Nursing.

The Essentials of Master’s Education for Advanced Practice Nursing (1997) or The Essentials of Doctoral Education for Advanced Nursing Practice (2006) published by the American Association of Colleges of Nursing. 

Criteria for Evaluation of Nurse Practitioner Programs, A Report of the National Force on Quality Nurse Practitioner Education (2008)– Published by the American Association of Colleges of Nursing (AACN) and the National Organization for Nurse Practitioner Faculty (NONPF).
Practice Doctorate Nurse Practitioner Entry-Level Competencies (2006) - Published by the National Organization for Nurse Practitioner Faculty (NONPF).
TABLE I

THE PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD 

PRIMARY CARE PNP TEACHING FACULTY

List all PNP teaching faculty on the table below.  Indicate their professional qualifications and the subject areas taught by each, including related core content and percent of time and effort.  Please duplicate this table if insufficient space if provided.

	Name
	% of Faculty Time and Effort (FTE) in PC PNP program
	Courses Taught

(Include All Courses Taught)
	RN
	PNP
	Pediatrician
	MD-Specify

Specialty
	RN-Specify Specialty and Degree
	Board Certified MD’s & RNs

(specify agency)
	Certification Expiration Date

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


TABLE II

THE PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD 

PRIMARY CARE PEDIATRIC NURSE PRACTITIONER PROGRAM FACULTY DATA SHEET

Name:












Credentials:





Evidence of National Certification (list certification organization, certification number and expiration date:)

List Educational Background and Completions Dates 
                                           




N/P Track/Major:



Faculty NP/MD Appointment:  % of Teaching in PNP courses:   
             % of Teaching non-PNP courses :

   % Other



Clinical Teaching Responsibilities: (Include current academic year responsibilities).


Clinical Course Title



    # Students


        Semester or Quarter
Didactic Teaching Responsibilities: (Include current academic year responsibilities).


Didactic Course Title



    #Students


        Semester or Quarter

Continued

Table II Continued

NP/MD Practice Experience:
(List last 5 years with current practice first.)

Role




Setting




Population (Check all that apply)
        Dates
        Number 


          
           ___  Ambulatory Clinic (Hospital-based)







                   hours/week
                                                  ___  Pvt. Office   ___  School Clinic                          ___ 1-5 yrs     ___ 12-18 yrs

                                                  ___  E.R. setting   ___ Public Hlth Clinic                   ___ 6-12 yrs  ___ Other (list)




           Other:  (Sub-specialty, etc) 













PNP Clinical Faculty Practice

Currently practicing?

Yes

 No


Compensated for this practice?
Yes

 No

 

If yes, describe the following:
PNP Role:









__________________________


Setting/Population: (Check all that apply) 
___School Clinic        ___  Public Hlth Clinic        ___  E.R. Setting        ___  Pvt. Office        







___ Ambulatory Clinic (Hospital–based)                ___ Sub-Specialty Clinic (name) __________________





Other:  ________________________________________________________________________________


Approximate current # of hours per week/month:





Approximate # of hours last year per week/month:




TABLE III

THE PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD 

PRIMARY CARE NON PNP TEACHING FACULTY

List all non PC PNP teaching faculty responsible for courses in the students’ program of study on the table below.  Indicate their professional qualifications and the subject areas taught by each, including related core content and percent of time and effort.  Please duplicate this table if insufficient space if provided.

	Name
	% of Faculty Time and Effort (FTE)
	Courses Taught
	RN
	PNP
	Pediatrician
	MD-Specify

Specialty
	RN-Specify Specialty and Degree
	Board Certified MD’s & RNs

(specify agency)
	Certification Expiration Date)

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


TABLE IV

THE PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD 

 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW DATA SHEET
PRIMARY CARE PNP PROGRAMS
The purpose of this form is to provide a complete overview of the PC PNP program.

I.  Credit System


1 credit hour of didactic course = 





clock hours per semester/quarter


1 credit hour of clinical course = 





 clock hours of clinical practice per semester/quater


1 credit hour of lab course = 





clock hours per semester/quarter

II.  Instruction System


1 semester = 







weeks


1 quarter = 







weeks

III.  Total Hours - (Entire Program)  Describe distribution of graduate credits

1.
NP Core/advanced practice essentials credits:





Advanced Physiology and Pathophysiology



Course Title:





  Number of Credits:




Advanced Pharmacology



Course Title:





  Number of Credits:




Advanced Health Assessment



Course Title:





  Number of Credits:



2.
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner graduate specialty credits:







Didactic course credits:  ____________________






Clinical course credits: _____________________
3.
Total number of graduate Masters or Doctoral program credits (check program type):






Masters 
Didactic course credits:  ____________________




Doctoral



Clinical course credits: _____________________










4.
Total number of post-master’s credits (if applicable)

Didactic course credits _____________________ 










Clinical course credits ______________________

IV.
Total Clinical Clock Hours

Total number of clinical clock hours in entire program (excluding health assessment and laboratory hours)

V.
Clinical Oversight of NP Students
Number of students in the program:


Doctorate

Full-time ___________________ 
Part-time ___________________


Masters

Full-time ___________________
Part-time ___________________


Masters

Full-time ___________________
Part-time ___________________


Post-Masters
Full-time ___________________
Part-time ___________________


Ratio of on-site faculty/preceptor to students:








Ratio of indirect PC PNP faculty to students per clinical course:






Number of hours per semester/quarter in primary care settings 
________________________________

Number of hours per semester/quarter in non-primary care settings ______________________________

If faculty are teaching more than one clinical course per semester, please state here:


Average number of preceptors who have worked with student by PNP curriculum completion:




Number of site visits to students per semester/quarter:


 per 




List other methods used to maintain contact with preceptors, adjunct faculty and students in clinical sites.  Specify type of method and frequency used.  _________________________________________________________________


TABLE V

THE PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD 

Primary Care Program Content

A.
PC Program Content

	Content Area
	Course Number/Number of Hours

	1.
Advanced Pediatric Health Assessment
	

	2.
Advanced Pathophysiology
	

	3
Pediatric Pharmacology
	

	4.
Growth & Development
	

	5.
Communication
	

	6.
Child Health Promotion
	

	7.
Disease Prevention
	

	8.
Family/Cultural Dynamics
	

	9.
Newborn Assessment
	

	10.
Management of Pediatric Problems/Illnesses
	

	11.
Chronic Conditions
	

	12.
Adolescent Health
	

	13.
Adolescent Gynecology
	

	14.
Clinical Practice
	

	15.
Role Development
	

	16.
Standards of Practice
	

	17.
Legal & Ethical Issues
	

	18.
Health Care Delivery Systems/Policy
	

	19.
Research Utilization
	


Course Descriptions: Please attach course syllabi for all courses in the PC PNP curriculum plan.  Syllabi should include course descriptions, topic outline, reference lists and evaluation tools.  Clinical course syllabi should include a clear description of clinical settings, hours, experience and preceptorship.  Highlight clinical conference activities.

TABLE VI

THE PEDIATRIC NURSING CERTIFICATION BOARD 

PRECEPTOR TABLE

For the current academic year, list all precepting faculty on the table below.  Indicate their professional qualifications and the specialty practice area. 

Please duplicate this table if insufficient space is provided.  If faculty also acts as preceptor in faculty practice sites, list here also.

	Name
	Clinical Setting Type
	Specialty Practice

Area
	Degrees
	PNP
	Pediatrician
	Board Certified MD’s & RNs

(specify agency) and Certification Expiration Date
	Years of Experience
	How Many

Students

 Preceptored/Year
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